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Janet McGregor Dunn

COLLECTORS GET
FIRED UP FOR
GEORGIA’S LARGEST
POTTERY SHOW
Immerse yourself in Macon’s
famous muddy medium and
get your hands dirty during
Fired Works, Georgia’s largest
event showcasing functional
and sculptural pottery.
Fortunately, it’s okay to play
with fire, or at least kiln-fired
pottery, during the 14th Annual
Fired Works Regional Ceramics
Exhibition and Sale. Macon
Arts Alliance presents the nineday public event scheduled
for April 5-14 in Macon’s
beautifully renovated Central
City Park in the historic Round
Building featuring 60 juryselected potters from Georgia
and the Southeast.
Take a spin at creating your
own custom piece of art in a
Wheel-Turning Workshop or sip
and sculpt your hand-crafted
piece during a Corks and Clay
class. Meet 2019 featured
artists, Laura Cooper and Janet
McGregor Dunn, who will
host intimate talks describing
their creative journeys and
the inspiration behind the
sculptural and functional
pieces. An exclusive Preview
Party will be held Friday, April
5 with live music by Heather
Kemp, complimentary wine,
beer and a fajita bar. Attendees
also get the first look and the
first chance to purchase pottery
before the exhibit opens to the
public on Saturday.
Fired Works promotes the rich
history of pottery in Georgia

and its connection to the
history of the Ocmulgee River
Region. The oldest piece of
stamped pottery ever found in
North America was discovered
at the Ocmulgee National
Monument in Macon during
America’s largest archeological
dig conducted in 1933. Artisans
have made pottery along the
banks of the Ocmulgee River
for thousands of years and local
potters continue this tradition
today. Fired Works honors this
artistic tradition and supports
Southeastern ceramic artists
and potters who show and sell
more than 6000 original works
displayed among a group of
their peers. Fired Works classes
and workshops mold local
Lizella Clay to create custom
souvenirs during the authentic
artistic experiences offered for
adults and children.
Fired Works is a program of
Macon Arts Alliance (MAA)
and is supported by numerous
sponsors and community
partners. The proceeds from
Fired Works benefit the
participating artists, stimulate
the local economy and help
fund important programs of
MAA including the Macon
Arts Roundtable, Mill Hill East
Macon Art Village, Macon Arts
Gallery and macon365.com’s
community calendar. Get your
tickets at maconartsalliance.org
to have a great time while
supporting vital community
arts initiatives.
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Fired Works PARTICIPATING POTTERS
FEATURED ARTISTS
Laura Cooper
Janet McGregor Dunn
NEW ARTISTS
Cindy Angliss
Glenn Dair
Lori Demosthenes
Kathryne Gould
Laranda Hutchins
Kathy King
Ayako Kurimoto
Will Langford
Moonhee Kim
Molly O’Shaughnessy
Kyle Osvog
Sarah Piper

RETURNING ARTISTS
Lauren Bausch
Ginger Birdsey
Derek Belflower
Meredith Bradley
Ann Bray
Lori Buff
Meg Campbell
Jackie Chapman
Caitlin Chipps
Yen-Ting Chiu
Sheila Chzan
Martha Cook
Boyce Covert
Alicia Baily David
Karen Fincannon
Wade Franklin

Marise Fransolino
Jeni Hansen Gard
& Forrest
Sincoff Gard
Camren Gober
Barry Gregg
Kirby Gregory
Helen Helwig
Walter Hobbs
Charity Hofert
Nancy Hostetter
Roger Jamison
Emily Knapp
Christina Kosinski
Lapella Pottery
John Lowes
Marisa Mahathey

Nancy Mehrpad
David Morgan
Kathy Murphy
Mariella Owens
Geoff Picket
Holly Polich
Adrina Richard
Helen Rogers
Elizabeth Sabatino
Jim Sandefur
Bo Thompson
Keaton Wynn
Tripti Yoganathan

Q&A

with Mill Hill Resident Artists
Jeni Hansen Gard &
Forrest Sincoff Gard
Would you like to
introduce yourself?
We are both socially engaged
artists and educators.
Forrest: I grew up in the foothills
of the Appalachian Mountains in
a small college town of Athens,
Ohio. Athens is home to Ohio
University, where I received my
BFA in Ceramics. I also went to
school at the University of Florida,
where I met Jeni. I received
my MFA from Louisiana State
University. Jeni and I were married
in 2012 and have been helping
each other or working collectively
in one way or another ever since.
We moved to Macon about
two years ago and are currently
finishing up our one-year artist
residency at Mill Hill.
Jeni: I’m originally from Grand
Haven, Michigan, a small beach
town where my parents operated
a Bed and Breakfast. I have
enjoyed the company of different
people throughout my life. First
as guests in my home and now
through interactive and socially
engaged art projects.

What is social engagement
art and why does it
appeal to you?
People. It’s all about the people.

What is it like to
collaborate and create
with a partner?
It is far more rewarding than
working alone, but significantly
more challenging. We appreciate
that working together means
we can use our personal
strengths. For example for the
Commemorate Macon exhibition,
we conferred and conceived the
project together. Jeni initially
worked with the clay, throwing
and trimming all of the plates.
I concentrated on creating the
digital images. This included
taking the photographs, creating
line drawings for the screens,
and using our die cutter to create
stencils that register perfectly
with the screens. Together we
decorated, glazed, fired and
prepped the plates for hanging.

What does “being
creative” mean to you?
It is a way of living. Often times
people find out we are artists and
they ask if we draw. This limited

view of what an artist does or can
do has led to the use of the word
creative. To us the word creative is
interchangeable but the meaning,
which is deeply embedded in us,
is a way of being and living that
we find is hard to define.

What inspires you?
Forrest: So many things. I’m
inspired by everyday life. I’m
inspired by games. My research
behind the work explores the
psychology of child’s play versus
adult play. Adults and adult play,
or more like the lack of it, interests
me the most. Right now, much
of my inspiration comes from
mundane activities that are a part
of adult life that could be turned
into a fun activity or a game.
Jeni: I’m inspired by people,
places, culture, and food. My
creative work is always spun from
a life experience. For example, last
night I was having dinner alone and
I couldn’t read the menu because
it was in a different language. Two
gentlemen sitting next to me asked
if I needed any help translating
and within minutes invited me to
have dinner with them. I moved
over to their table and enjoyed an
evening with two strangers. When

asked about my work, I told them
that I am interested in people,
relationships, and food. After that
moment, I wondered how this
experience could be reconstructed
in another context, yet still be
meaningful and challenging for
others. Last night’s meal might be
the start of a future project. These
are the types of experiences that
fuel me!

What kind of creative
patterns, routines or
rituals do you have?
The only constant ritual is drinking
lots of herbal tea all day long. For real
though, we work in cycles because
it is impossible to always maintain
a demanding studio practice while
also keeping up with all of the other
responsibilities in our careers and
personal lives. We tend to overwork
ourselves and create large-scale,
super intense projects that can take
several months to complete. Then
we take a break and switch gears
to thinking, planning, grant writing,
submitting applications, catching
up on emails, and trying to plan an
adventure and unwind. It is helpful
to be partners who work as a team.
Sometimes we work together and
other times we split up.
Original Work by Ester Lipscomb

What’s the favorite thing
you’ve ever created?
One of the favorite things Jeni
and I created isn’t a work of art.
We conceived and cofounded
the Socially Engaged Craft
Collective with two close friends.
The group of artists produce a
diverse range of socially-engaged
art projects, rooted in the history
of craft objects and materials.
The collective has grown to
grown to represent artists in
all US time zones, producing
major exhibitions in Portland,
Oregon and Tallahassee, Florida.
As a group, the artists have
presented and lectured on social
engagement at conferences
and published a book about
socially-engaged craft. We will
host another conference and
exhibition later this month in
Minneapolis.

What’s the best advice
you ever had about how
to be more creative?
Don’t limit what you believe it
means to be creative. It can be
drawing, painting or ceramics,
but it can also be building a kid’s
tree house in the back yard or
something as simple as making a

sandwich. For us, art is life and we
don’t draw a distinction between
the two.

What is your dream
project?
This is an exciting question—of
course we both have some ideas.
The Macon Flowers Project was
a big dream and bringing this
project to reality has been very
fulfilling. In this moment our
dream would be to have every
person in Macon visit Mill Hill to
make a flower with us before the
end of the workshops!

What is the Macon
Flowers Project?
Macon Flowers is the main project
that we have been working on
over the course of our residency
at Mill Hill. For this project, the
idea is that every single person
who lives, works in, or has a
connection to Macon is invited
to Mill Hill to come and make
flowers with us. For months
now we have been hosting
flower-making workshops. It’s an
opportunity for people to get to
know others in their community
and to visit and see the changes
and growth happening in Mill
Hill. Flowers grow and blossom,

just like our neighborhood is and
will continue to do. The flowers
are being fired and will be used
as part of a large-scale, outdoor,
public art installation that will be
installed this summer around the
Mill Hill Community Arts Center.

How has your residency
at Mill Hill East Macon
Arts Village impacted
your creative pursuits?
It helped us see the value in working
collaboratively with each other as well
as the real meaning and impact of
working in a community. We are very
excited for the future here and can’t
wait to continue to watch Mill Hill
grow. We’ll both always have a strong
connection and sense of home here.

Tell me about your new
exhibit at Macon Arts
Gallery.
Our exhibition, Commemorate
Macon, will feature our
collaborative, handmade
porcelain plates. The
commemorative plates will
include original imagery of
people, places, and things that
are important to Macon’s past
and present. Some plates will
feature well-known scenes from
around Macon, such as the mounds

at the Ocmulgee Mounds or Rose
Hill Cemetery. There will also be
Maconites and other less obvious
representations of Macon such
as train tracks, cherry blossoms,
and even jam pups will also be
featured on the plates. As a way
to widen our views of Macon, we
also reached out to the public
and accepted submissions for
commemorations, which have
been exciting to receive. We work
with mostly our own photographs
and digitally alter them into line
drawings, which over the course of
a number of steps are eventually
stenciled and screen-printed onto
the plates. There will be over 40
porcelain plates with recognizable
imagery of Macon in the exhibition.

About Mill Hill
Mill Hill: East Macon Arts Village
is a revitalization effort that seeks
to develop an artist village in
historic Fort Hawkins, addressing
blight and fostering economic
opportunity in Macon’s first
neighborhood. The project is
anchored by the beautifully
renovated 1920s Mill Hill
Community Arts Center located at
217 Clinton Street and managed
by the Macon Arts Alliance.

Fired Works E V E N T

S C H E D UL E

Buy tickets online at maconartsalliance.org

Round Building at Central City Park
115 Willie Smokie Glover Drive Macon, Georgia
$5 General Admission includes unlimited visits.

Fired Works Hours:
Monday-Friday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Friday, April 5

Saturday, April 13

PREVIEW PARTY

CHILDREN’S CLAY TIME

Hours: 6 – 9 p.m.

10 – 11 a.m. and 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Ages 5-12. Free admission.
Reservations required.

Tickets: $40 Advance; $50 Door
Catered event featuring wine and live
entertainment where attendees
have the first opportunity to view
and purchase pottery. Live music
by Heather Kemp. Fajita Bar and
complimentary beer and wine.

Saturday, April 6

Children’s Clay Time
Hours: 10 – 11 a.m. and 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Ages 5-12. Free admission.
Reservations required.

FEATURED ARTIST TALK WITH
LAURA COOPER
12 p.m. Free with General Admission

Tuesday, April 9

WHEEL TURNING

Wednesday, April 10
FEATURED ARTIST TALK WITH
JANET MCGREGOR DUNN
11 a.m. Free with general admission.

WHEEL TURNING
6 – 8 p.m.
Age 18+. $50 admission. Give the
wheel a whirl. Kiln time is on us.
Reservations required.
Note: wheel turning classes will be
held at the 567 Center for Renewal
Pottery Studio located on First Street
in downtown Macon.

CORKS & CLAY WORKSHOP
6 – 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 – 9 p.m.
Age 21+. $30 Admission.
Come play in the mud.
Drinks are on us.
Reservations required.

2 – 4 p.m.
Age 18+. $50 admission. Give the
wheel a whirl. Kiln time is on us.
Reservations required.
Note: wheel turning classes will be
held at the 567 Center for Renewal
Pottery Studio located on First Street
in downtown Macon.

Thursday, April 11
CORKS & CLAY WORKSHOP
6 – 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 – 9 p.m.
Age 21+. $30 Admission.
Come play in the mud. Drinks are
on us. Reservations required.

Friday, April 26
COMMEMORATE MACON
CLOSING RECEPTION
5 – 8 p.m.
Meet and Greet with Jeni Hansen
Gard and Forrest Sincoff Gard at the
closing reception of the collaborative
community exhibit featuring custom
designed plates inspired by ideas from
local contributors. Light refreshments
will be served at Macon Arts Gallery
486 First Street in downtown Macon.
Free admission.

Featured Artist

LAURA COOPER

Laura Cooper was born in South Georgia, reared all around the Peach
State, and currently resides near Athens with her two amazing kids.
Cooper began her studies of Fine Art at The Savannah College of Art and
Design as a painter, but ten years later that she found clay. It has since
been almost eight years since her initial introduction to the material and
the prolific potter still finds herself consistently challenged and infatuated
with the medium.
Cooper works as an independent artist and is a member of Long Road
Studios, a collective of ceramic artists. Her current work is primarily
focused on gestural interpretations of various types of vessels. Cooper’s
interest in texture, repetition, subtleties, and creating a certain
cadence allows her forms to be disciplined and organic. Cooper calls
the irregularities that disrupt the form very fascinating and finds an
alluring aesthetic value in imperfection and surfaces that seem a little
worn. To learn more about the artist or about Long Road Studios, visit
longroadstudios.com.

Featured Artist

JANET MCGREGOR DUNN
While Janet McGregor Dunn has been
dabbling with art since she could first hold
a crayon, her first arts career began with
a paintbrush in hand. She began her clay
journey using wheels, but quickly moved to
hand building.
McGregor Dunn combines her love of nature,
music and color in each piece of pottery.
Most of her pieces are hand-formed and all
are one-of-a-kind. She brings the outdoors
into some of her work, using straw, rocks,
plants or other found objects from the woods
surrounding her studio.
The initial creation of a piece might take
days. After finishing a piece, it dries for a
week or two, then is fired in an electric kiln
for around 12 – 14 hours. It then sits and
cools for roughly three days. All her clay
pieces, whether functional or decorative,
have multiple glazes and many have added
glass. Each glaze firing takes anywhere from
five to seven hours, with up to two days of
cooling time before being removed from
the kiln.
Dunn began selling her clay creations
at art festivals and various galleries
about nine years ago and has received
numerous awards at shows through the
years. Learn more about the artist at
janetmcgregordunn.com.

THANKS TO OUR
FIRED WORKS
SPONSORS:
Burgess Pigment Company
Cox Communications
Dr. R. Kirby Godsey
Navicent Health
Piedmont Construction

MEDIA
Macon Magazine
Cox Media
The Telegraph
Macon-Middle Georgia
Black Pages
macon365.com
Visit Macon

Ernestine Stofko Dixon

Become an Arts Insider.
When you invest in the Macon Arts
Alliance, you are supporting the entire arts
and culture community in Central Georgia.
You are helping foster excellence, build
audiences, strengthen education, fuel
tourism, and promote our region as an
arts and cultural destination.
All members receive invitations to opening
artist receptions at Macon Arts Gallery,

10% off gallery purchases, a subscription
to the macon365.com weekly e-blast
and an invitation to the annual Cultural
Awards. Additional benefits for higher
member levels.
Macon Arts Alliance is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. All memberships are
tax-deductible. Join or renew today at
maconartsalliance.org.
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